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University accelerates online transition 


Resident students 
encouraged to return to 
permanent homes. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


In the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Cal State Fullerton 
is suspending all non-essential 
on-campus functions and canceling 
all face-to-face classes such as labs 
and studios until April 26. 

President Fram Virjee announced 
the changes in a campus-wide 
email on Monday evening. The 


non-instructional period is now 
March 19 to 24, and mandatory 
virtual instruction will continue 
on March 25. Students and faculty 
were instructed not to come to cam- 
pus unless it is for a specific service 
or purpose that can’t be accessed 
virtually. 

Housing Director Jenni Brundage 
told residents in a Monday email 
that they should plan to move out 
before noon this Friday. Students 
were given the option of moving out 
for the rest of the semester or just for 
the duration of online instruction. 

For those who cannot return 
home such as international students, 


Brundage instructed them to email 
the Housing department before 
noon on Wednesday so the de- 
partment can accommodate their 
needs. 

There will be no in-service din- 
ing on campus, but students who re- 
main in campus housing will have 
grab-and-go options. 

According to Virjee’s email, 
on-campus facilities such as the Ti- 
tan Student Union, Pollak Library 
and resource centers will be un- 
available. Support and recreation- 
al services will only be available if 
they are “essential and cannot be 
provided virtually.” 


Though clinical and health ser- 
vices will have a reduced staff and 
limited hours, they will still be 
available to students. Appointments 
must be made in advance and vit- 
tual counseling is available through 
the Counseling and Psychological 
Services. 

Faculty members are allowed to 
return to campus during the techni- 
cal trial on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day if they need access to cam- 
pus resources such as IT, but 
otherwise should engage in the 
trial remotely. Those conducting 
critical research are to work with 
their respective dean to decide 


whether to progress with their 
work. 

University Police will re- 
main on campus while practic- 
ing social distancing and hygiene 
measures. 

Virjee said that the suspen- 
sion is not a result of any pre- 
sumptive or confirmed cases at 
CSUF, but to comply with health 
directives. 

“We believe these actions to be 
in the best interest of the health 
and safety of all Titans, their 
families, and our extended Or- 
ange County community,” Virjee 
said in the email. 


CSUF issues refunds for parking permits 


Those who request their 
money back can’t buy one 
for the rest of Spring 2020. 


KARINA GUTIERREZ 


HOSAM ELATTAR 
Asst. Editors 


As Cal State Fullerton tran- 
sitions from in-person classes 
to virtual instruction amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the univer- 
sity has announced that students 
have the option to refund their se- 
mester parking permits. 

As of March 16, 346 students 
have requested a refund from 
the Department of Parking and 
Transportation on campus, said 


communications specialist Sasha 
Azoqa. 

Students who request a refund 
by March 18 will receive $142.50 
back. Those who request a refund 
between March 19 and April 22 
will receive $71 for a semester or 
resident permit. 

“We're processing in order, but 
it could take four to six weeks to 
receive the actual refund to the 
original form of payment,’ Azo- 
qa said about the estimated time 
refunds could take. 

She added that even though 
the refund would take weeks, the 
amount is based on the date of 
return. 
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Cars parked in the Eastside structure following the university's annoucement to transition to online instruction. 


Coaches react to canceled seasons 


Softball’s Kelly Ford 
believed her team was 
reaching their potential. 


ADAM MALDONADO 


Editor 
It seemed like a_ regular 
gameday at Anderson Fami- 


ly Field on Thursday morning. 
Following routine batting prac- 
tice before their matchup against 
Boston University in the Easton 
Invitational, the Cal State Fuller- 
ton softball team met with head 
coach Kelly Ford in their typical 
back room prior to first pitch. 

Rather than having a pre-game 
pep talk, a somber cloud trans- 
pired among the group as it was 
revealed to the team by Athletic 
Director Jim Donovan that the 
current season would be sus- 
pended and eventually canceled 
due to concerns surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“This team was on a mission 
... That was frustrating. It was 
frustrating to end on a note that 
we all knew we were just hitting 
our stride,” Ford said. 

The sudden cancellation 
of Big West conference and 
non-conference competition for 
the 2020 season brought the end 
to CSUF’s campaign for a fifth 
straight Big West conference 
championship. 

“We made a tough schedule 
for a purpose. I think each and 
every player knew a little bit of 
the target on our back,’ Ford 
said. 
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Softball head coach Kelly Ford congratulating Julia Valenzuela against Loyola Marymount on Feb. 9. 
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Men’s basketball head coach Dedrique Taylor coaching against San Francisco on Dec. 14. 


The Trump administration failed protect the US 


a. 


False claims and exaggerations 
have left the nation in the dark, 
prompting fits of panic. 
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Dedrique Taylor expressed 
disappoinment with men’s 
basketball ending early. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


After the NBA season had just 
been canceled the night before fol- 
lowing the positive COVID-19 test 
of Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert, 
Cal State Fullerton men’s basket- 
ball spent Thursday morning going 
through their normal pregame rou- 
tine ahead of their 12 p.m. match- 
up against Cal State Northridge 
in the first round of the Big West 
Tournament. 

While waiting for the team bus 
to leave for the Honda Center two 
hours before tip-off, the team saw 
throughout social media that con- 
ferences like the SEC, Big Ten and 
Pac-12 were canceling their con- 
ference tournaments. 

Around the same time, head 
coach Dedrique Taylor said that 
he had heard that the conference 
board of directors were going to 
have a conference call to determine 
the status of the tournament. 

“T just kind of figured that the 
odds were against us to start,” Tay- 
lor said. 

Sure enough, CBS Sports’ Jon 
Rothstein tweeted at 9:50 a.m. 
that the conference had canceled 
the tournament as the Big West 
officially announced it six min- 
utes later. The following day, the 
NCAA announced the cancel- 
lation of all winter and spring 
championships. 


SEE WINTER | 8 


Scenic design course unfolds production process 


Sr | 


Professor Fred Kinney guides 
his theatre students from ana- 
lyzing scripts to producing 
visual concepts. 


Lifestyle | 4 


For more updates on COVID-19 and CSUF, follow @thedailytitan on social media or visit dailytitan.com 
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2 News 


Gov. Gavin Newsom called 
for older Californians to 
self-quarantine. 


KIM PHAM 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editors 


Cal State Fullerton has barred 
anyone in the university com- 
munity who is 65 and older from 
coming to campus, according to 
an email sent by Vice President 
of Student Affairs Harry LeG- 
rande on Sunday night. 

The email came hours after 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
called for the self-isolation of 
all Californians 65 and older, as 
well as those with chronic con- 
ditions, in an effort to protect 
them from COVID-19. 

“The most important thing, 
again, is to protect the most vul- 
nerable — protect our seniors,” 
Newsom said in a public an- 
nouncement. “We are prioritiz- 
ing their safety because of their 
unique vulnerabilities to this 
virus.” 

There are roughly 5.3 million 
people in the state who are 65 
and older, Newsom said. 

Noha Abdou, associate direc- 
tor of institutional research for 
the Office of Assessment and 
Institutional Effectiveness, said 
that 378 out of 3,865 staff and 


faculty members for the spring 
term are 65 and older. There are 
24 students who also fall into 
that specified age demographic, 
Abdou said. 

LeGrande said that all faculty, 
staff and students who fall into 
that category must stay off cam- 
pus, effective immediately. 

“As further clarity emerg- 
es from the Governor’s office, 
and as the circumstances sur- 
rounding COVID-19 continue to 
change, we reserve the right to 
adjust this directive,’ LeGrande 
said in the email. 

Those over 70-years-old have 
made up the vast majority of 
COVID-19 deaths in the Unit- 
ed States. The  susceptibili- 
ty of U.S. seniors mimics that 
of other countries such as Italy 
and China, according to ABC 
News. 

City Manager Kenneth Domer 
issued a proclamation on Tues- 
day that declared a local emer- 
gency in Fullerton, which the 
city council will consider ratify- 
ing at tonight’s meeting. 

“I have been in numerous 
conversations with health of- 
ficials, operational staff, local 
partners and other city manag- 
ers throughout the region, and 
at this time I am issuing this 
proclamation to formalize our 
emergency response and ensure 
access to necessary resources,” 
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Titans over 65 barred from campus 
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CSUF has ordered all faculty, staff and students that are 65 and older to stay off university grounds. 


Domer said. 

The Orange County Health 
Agency’s website reports that 
there are 22 cases of the novel 
coronavirus in Orange County 
as of March 16. From that total, 
four are 65 and older and seven 
are between 50 and 64 years of 
age. 


Newsom also sent a letter to 
the California Legislature on 
March 16 addressing the state 
of emergency he declared on 
March 4, which would allow 
him to expedite the process of 
passing bills to become stat- 
utes.He urged the legislature to 
waive the 72-hour notice period 


set forth by the California Con- 
stitution to effectively address 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We must rise to the chal- 
lenge facing our state with every 
tool at our disposal and without 
a second of delay. We cannot 
hesitate to meet this moment,” 
Newsom said in his letter. 


Study abroad in ltaly 


Amid COVID-19 concerns, 
10 of 34 students withdrew 
from trip to Florence. 


LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 


The Department of Commu- 
nications at Cal State Fullerton 
plans to move forward with the 
2020 fall semester study abroad 
program in Florence, Italy amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Anthony R. Fellow, director 
of The Florence Program, sent 
an email last night updating stu- 
dents on the current status of the 
program. 

It reassured students that the 
department will continue to mon- 
itor the threat of the virus in Italy 
and Europe. 

“The CSUF administration 
and The Florence Program fac- 
ulty will not allow students to go 
abroad if any health risks are ev- 
ident,’ Fellow said in the email. 
“You can be sure that CSUF ad- 
ministrators are closely monitor- 
ing messages from the U.S. Center 
for Disease Control.” 

The Department of Communi- 
cations shares this semester-long 
program with Cal State Long 
Beach. 

According to the email, about 
10 CSUF students have with- 
drawn their applications from the 
fall program, while 24 still show 
interest. 


Earlier in the semester, the 
2020 summer program in Flor- 
ence was canceled due _ to 
under-enrollment. 

“It’s really the most import- 
ant high-impact teaching that a 
student can apply for,’ Fellow 
said. “I think if it’s going to con- 
tinue to last another four or five 
months, it’s going to be a major 
problem and certainly if there is a 


problem, we will suspend sending 
students.” 

According to the World 
Health Organization, Europe is 
now placed at the center of this 
pandemic. 

“T think the only programs that 
they canceled is South Korea, Ita- 
ly and China,” Fellow said. “Prob- 
ably the only semester program 
abroad is the London program 


set to continue 


right now, but I think those stu- 
dents have been called home.” 

Fellow said that the mayor of 
Tuscany, Italy, offered to cover the 
costs should any student get the 
virus. CSUF students receive spe- 
cial insurance that covers medical 
costs for them. 

Following suit, President Fram- 
roze Virjee sent a campus-wide 
email on March 11 informing 
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students that international and 
non-essential domestic travel is 
suspended until May 31. 

Students who planned to study 
abroad, such as transfer student 
Sarah Castro, are now on the 
verge of reconsidering that op- 
portunity. “At this point, I just 
assumed that (The Florence Pro- 
gram) was canceled since school 
is going online here at CSUF and 
the severity of COVID-19 in Ita- 
ly,’ Castro said in an email. “Safe- 
ty and health are a priority, and 
it’s better to be extra careful than 
to be careless and put ourselves 
and others at risk.” 

Castro expressed her concerns 
over not being able to go, as she 
thought it would have been a great 
opportunity to learn about anoth- 
er culture and take her classes in a 
different country. 

The first case of COVID-19 sur- 
faced in December 2019 in Wu- 
han, China, and has since spread 
globally. The pandemic was de- 
clared a Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern in Jan- 
uary 2020, and as a result, travel 
has been restricted. 

In conjunction with the vari- 
ous departments managing study 
abroad programs, the university 
will continue to update students as 
new information arises. 

“T just hope that we have steady 
minds and not start canceling ev- 
erything right away, but seeing 
how things go by June,’ Fellow 
said. 
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Reimbursement: Returns decrease on March 19 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

During the Academic Senate 
last week, President Fram Vir- 
jee said that although refunds 
are available, permits will not be 
reissued if and when virtual in- 
struction ends. Students will have 
to rely on daily parking passes. 

“If they seek a refund, we are 
not going to be offering new on- 
going parking (permits). If we do 
go back to face-to-face, they’re 
going to have to pay daily as op- 
posed to having their parking 
permit. We’re not going to be re- 
issuing that,” Virjee said. 
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Some students have taken to 
social media to criticize the pol- 
icy for not allowing students to 
buy back their permit after face- 
to-face classes resume. 

“T think it’s unfair,’ Cristhi- 
anne Mendiola, a_ third-year 
CSUF student, told the Daily Ti- 
tan on Twitter. “For all we know, 
we won’t go back by the date they 
stated and that would mean we 
paid for a full semester permit 
when in reality we only used it 
for half a semester.” 

Third year business major Ben- 
jamin Ramos said he plans on 


| 


vw jae 


getting a refund. 

“We should get a refund for 
all that time we’re not going to 
be utilizing it,’ Ramos said. He 
added that it doesn’t make sense 
that students can’t buy back their 
permits, and that he’ll have to fig- 
ure something out if face-to-face 
classes resume. 

Other students took to social 
media to ask for partial reim- 
bursements to cover the duration 
of CSUF’s online transition. 

“We can’t do a partial refund, 
so the only thing we can do is re- 
turn the permit at the prorated 


rate,” Azoqa said. 

The parking and transportation 
department is advising students 
to consider keeping their permit, 
but those who receive a refund 
will still have alternative park- 
ing options if face-to-face classes 
resume. 

“We have daily parking per- 
mits, so they can buy them online 
or at one of the parking permit 
machines, and we also have the 
park-and-pay,” Azoqa said. 

The cost of a parking permit 
went up to $285 this semester 
and is expected to go up to $334 


@thedailytitan 


dailytitan.com 


by the 2020 summer session. The 
increase is intended to pay for 
the new parking structure on the 
east side. Azoqa said her depart- 
ment does not know the financial 
impact this will have on the new 
structure. 

Despite instruction becoming 
fully virtual, the campus will re- 
main open and parking will con- 
tinue to be enforced. 

“We are processing as much 
as we can in a timely manner, so 
we're here if you have any ques- 
tions. Please let us know,” Azoqa 
said. 
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The class unfolds the process 
from analyzing scripts to 
forming visual concepts. 


TIM PETERSEN 
Freelancer 


Room 206 of Clayes Per- 
forming Arts Center at Cal 
State Fullerton is lined with 
scale models that are filled with 
paper props, actors and scen- 
ery. Lab tables worn by years of 
model building are arranged in 
columns of four. 

Fred Kinney, professor of 
scenic design, stands at the 
head of the room, lecturing his 
Introduction to Scene Design 
class. 

Kinney is in his 11th year 
of teaching at CSUF. Outside 
of teaching, he has worked on 
multiple professional produc- 
tions, including Comedy Cen- 
tral’s “Chappelle’s Show.” 

His Introduction to Scene 
Design course focuses on ana- 
lyzing scripts in order to form 
visual concepts for both stage 
and on-camera productions. 
The course is a required elec- 
tive for theater students inter- 
ested in directing. Through the 
process of scene design, stu- 
dents are exposed to many ele- 
ments of production. 

“The beginning classes are 
more focused on how design 
supports the rest of the produc- 
tion,” Kinney said in an email 
interview. 

The professor also said that 
he wants students to understand 
the amount of work that goes 
into the field so they can have 
a greater appreciation for visual 
storytelling. 

The journey to understand- 
ing begins with script analysis, 
according to Kinney. Students 
read over lines of dialogue and 
search for details that fill out 
the world. The first few proj- 
ects start off with two-sentence 
scripts. Students analyze the 


text and then design a model of 
the scene. 

In his lecture, Kinney em- 
phasized the importance of 
character dialogue and its val- 
ue to design cues. He used an 
example from the play “Steel 
Magnolias,” in which a charac- 
ter describes a beauty box and 
its location. 

Script analysis is only a 
small portion of the introducto- 
ry class. A lot of the course in- 
volves building and designing 
scale models. 

For one project, the students 
begin with a card stock frame 
and predetermined walls. Then, 
they must pull a two-sentence 


script from a box and use it to 
fill out the set with props and 
scenery. 

“That’s what really creates 
life. Walls are just walls, so 
you put stuff on them,” Kinney 
said. 

For a later project, students 
must design the wall layout on 
their own. 

But not all students want to 
be designers. Some students, 
such as theater major Susana 
Zazueta, are focused on play- 
writing, not scene design. 

“Honestly, this is totally new 
to me. And just being more 
aware of what needs to go in 
a play, and I think as a writer, 
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Scenic design course enlightens students 


that is helpful during the writ- 
ing process,” Zazueta said. 

For students who excel and 
find interest in scene design, 
there are intermediate and grad- 
uate-level courses available. 

“The more advanced class- 
es are more focused on skills 
and practical design solutions 
versus the beginning class are 
more focused on how design 
supports the rest of the pro- 
duction,’ Kinney wrote in an 
email. 

Kinney’s students don’t di- 
rectly participate in any of 
CSUF’s major productions, 
but some students in the ad- 
vanced classes help assist with 
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the production design outside 
of class. Kinney said those 
students are encouraged to 
bring up issues in class to be 
discussed. 

For students that decide to 
graduate with a focus on de- 
sign, Kinney said there is a 
strong job market waiting for 
them. 

Kinney said that the abun- 
dance of jobs can be attribut- 
ed to the vast amount of content 
available on streaming services 
and cable, and that the only real 
difference between play and film 
design is the camera. “Even if 
it’s a live audience, the camera is 
still king,” Kinney said. 
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Fred Kinney (left), theatre professor, consulted with his student Joshua Farnco in his Introduction to Scenic Design course. 


Beanie club 


battles 


Love Your Melon crew 
supports pediatric patients 
through clothing donations. 


HAILEY BREITENHIRT 
Asst. Editor 


There are many clubs to join at 
Cal State Fullerton, likely one to sat- 
isfy any hobby or interest. But, little 
do students know there is a club ded- 
icated to helping children battle can- 
cer. Love Your Melon is a business 
that aims to provide every American 
child battling cancer with a beanie. 
The chain establishment found its 
roots at the University of St. Thom- 
as in St. Paul, Minnesota, with two 
friends who wanted a business that 
was meaningful and had a positive 
social impact. 

Since its founding in 2012, the 
company has given over 190,000 
beanies to patients. Additionally, 
they have donated over $7 million 
to support charitable programming 
and research for major foundations 
such as Alex’s Lemonade Stand and 
Ronald McDonald House Charities. 
The company also collaborates with 
pop-culture brands, like Star Wars 
and to create outer-worldly beanies, 
all with the intention of achieving 


cancer 


their organization’s mission. 

Here at CSUF, the Love Your 
Melon Crew started their journey in 
supporting the cause in the 2019 fall 
semester. 

“Our goal is just to bring a smile 
to every child who is battling cancer. 
I always say that’s the main goal,” 
said Michael Cleland, public rela- 
tions manager of the Love Your Mel- 
on Crew. The club’s first activity this 
semester was making cards for chil- 
dren who are currently in hospitals. 

“We get a child every week to 
make a card for and then we ship 
them off. We always write ‘We hope 
to get pictures or a letter back from 
you guys to see how the child react- 
ed, but so far nothing,” said Arleen 
Galestanian, the club’s president. 
“But, we just hope that it did create a 
smile on that child’s face.” 

Due to the coronavirus pandem- 
ic, making these cards was the only 
activity that the club has been able to 
participate in this semester. The rest 
of this semester’s events and fund- 
raisers have been canceled to protect 
club members and the children from 
outside exposure. 

Looking ahead, the Love Your 
Melon Crew said that they are ea- 
ger to plan their next step after the 
COVID-19 pandemic subsides. 
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Arleen Galestanian (left) and Michael Cleland (right) showed off beanies. 
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Boba shop expresses love for K-pop 


BTS appreciation event, Boba 
with Luv, cancels due to 
concerns around COVID-19. 


KATHLEEN DOAN 
Freelancer 


Within the past decade, 
K-pop has become more visible 
in American mainstream cul- 
ture — a noticeable change that 
began with a popular K-pop 
boy band called the Bangtan 
Boys, better known as BTS. 

BTS’ latest album, “Map 
of the Soul: 7,” became their 
fourth number-one album on 
the U.S. Billboard 200 chart, 
ranking them among The Beat- 
les and The Monkees. The 
group also had a successful 
stadium tour last year, selling 
out their Rose Bowl dates to 
the tune of $16.6 million, mak- 
ing them the highest grossing 
performers in the history of the 
stadium. 

With a new tour on the hori- 
zon, BTS. fans, otherwise 
known as the ARMY, have 
found numerous ways to ex- 
press their excitement. Wheth- 
er it’s streaming their new 
music videos on YouTube or 
watching BTS star on “Carpool 
Karaoke” with James Corden, 
the BTS fanbase never fails 
to show their support for the 
group. 

Their love and support for 
the band is most noticeable at 
cup-sleeve events. First creat- 
ed in South Korea, cup-sleeve 
events take place at a cafe or 
boba shop where fans meet to 
celebrate band member birth- 
days or band anniversaries. 
Fans can purchase a drink, 
receive a complimentary cup 
sleeve and meet other K-pop 
fans. 

“It’s really providing kind 
of that safety and comfort for 
people who are really intro- 
verted and can’t really make 
friendships in the real world,” 


Lifestyle 5 


Attendees of Boba with Luv event at Heertea gather together to share their love for K-pop. 


said Lailani Manimbo, the cre- 
ator of Boba with Luv. 

Manimbo created Boba with 
Luv after attending a cup- 
sleeve event for BTS member 
J-Hope’s birthday in China- 
town last February. 

Last June, she coordinated 
her first cup-sleeve event titled 
Boba with Luv, a play on the 
band’s song “Boy with Luv,” 
at Heeretea in Fullerton, right 
across the street from CSUF’s 
College Park building. With 
the success of the event, she 
began planning for the next 
one. 

As months went on, the 
size of the event continued 
to grow. At the event, guests 


were offered freebie bags filled 
with stickers, cards and other 
items donated by fellow BTS 
fans, and vendors who create 
BTS-related artwork show- 
cased and sold their work. 

Manimbo said that Boba 
with Luv has received numer- 
ous requests from other art- 
ists who want to be part of the 
event, but due to the size of 
the venue, she frequently turns 
them down. 

“I want Boba with Luv to 
be known as a place where 
you can just go solo and then 
leave making friends,’ Ma- 
nimbo said. “That’s what I 
want because I feel that sense 
of belonging when we do these 


things.” 

Unfortunately, the Boba with 
Luv event, originally sched- 
uled for March 14 and March 
15, was canceled due to grow- 
ing coronavirus concerns, but 
the team plans to push forward 
with a new date. 

The Boba with Luv team 
said they want to make sure 
that their events continue to be 
a safe space for fans. 

BTS has been applauded by 
both domestic and internation- 
al outlets for their honest and 
genuine lyricism regarding 
the human condition. In par- 
ticular, their 2017 hit “Spring 
Day” delivers a powerful mes- 
sage of comfort during times 


BOBA WITH LUV 


of hardship. 

In a time when everyday rou- 
tines have ceased and physi- 
cal interaction is limited, the 
K-pop band’s comforting mes- 
sages live strong within their 
fanbase. 

Back in South Korea, BTS 
fans donated their concert tick- 
et refunds to coronavirus re- 
lief funds, following in the 
footsteps of member SUGA’s 
contributions. 

Currently, the Boba with Luv 
team still plans to reschedule 
the third event, and they are 
also looking into doing smaller 
events. You can follow them on 
Twitter and Instagram at 
@bobawithluv for updates. 


Teen romance 


in portraying 


Netflix’s “All the Bright 
Places” follows two young 
lovers in dark places. 


TAYLOR ARREY 
Asst. Editor 


The adaptation of the 2015 
novel “All the Bright Places” de- 
buted on Netflix last month, and 
it portrays a beautiful love sto- 
ry that is undermined by trag- 
ic circumstances that make up 
the worst parts of the teenage 
experience. 

Three years after John Green 
introduced fans to the trag- 
ic teenage romance genre in his 
novel “The Fault in Our Stars,” 
author Jennifer Niven followed 
suit, giving readers two young 
protagonists whose mental and 
social struggles exclude them 
from the world, while simultane- 
ously bringing them closer to one 
another. 

The film’s casting helps bring 
Niven’s characters to life. Jus- 
tice Smith plays Theodore Finch, 
a smooth-talking tortured soul 
whose battle with mental illness 
does not stop him from taking an 
interest in Violet Markey after he 
finds her contemplating suicide 
on a bridge. Though she plays a 
distressed teen in this film, fans 
will recognize Markey as she 
is portrayed by Elle Fanning, 
who is better known for her role 
as Princess Aurora in Disney’s 
“Maleficent.” 

With TV shows and films like 
“Sex Education,” “Euphoria” and 
“The Perks of Being a Wallflow- 
er” becoming more prevalent, 
it’s evident that the entertain- 
ment industry is experiencing a 
shift as directors, writers and ac- 
tors are highlighting real teen- 
age issues with plotlines that are 


both graphic and emotionally 
jarring. 

“All the Bright Places” is no 
exception to this new shift. The 
Netflix adaptation does not apol- 
ogize for its realistic depictions 
of mental illness, suicide, trauma 
and survivor’s guilt. 

Like most teenage romance 
movies, it’s assumed that love 
will win in the end, triumphing 
over the emotional damage that 
initially brings the characters to- 
gether. Sadly, life often doesn’t 
play out this way, and this story 
does not end with a happily ever 
after. 

The film makes an interest- 
ing choice with the love story 
plot. Instead of falling into the 
stereotypical idea that love will 
fix everything and lead to a hap- 
py ending, the author and direc- 
tor successfully emphasize the 
opposite. 

Love is not a magic potion that 
will erase the pangs of past trau- 
ma, and to show this, the film 
does not end with a perfect kiss 
or an iconic grand gesture. Finch 
and Violet’s story shows fans that 
although love is not flawless, it 
does have a healing quality. 

Despite the film’s best efforts, 
the couple often falls into clichéd 
territory. Finch is the weird kid 
at school whose reputation push- 
es him to be reckless, and Violet 
is the pretty blonde whose inner 
turmoil over her sister’s death 
goes unnoticed by the people 
she’s closest to. The storyline of 
the freak falling for the popular 
girl is overused, but Smith and 
Fanning save it with their undeni- 
able chemistry. Even though their 
relationship is expected, there is 
something beautiful about be- 
lieving that two people can be 
broken and still fit together. 

While much of the screen time 


makes 
mental 


focuses on Violet and Finch’s 
journey to discover the hidden 
jewels of rural Indiana, it’s safe 
to say that this film does not for- 
get about its supporting cast, 
as much of the commentary on 
mental health issues comes from 
scenes with these supporting 
characters. 

Finch’s friends, Kate, played 
by Alexandra Shipp, and Char- 
lie, played by Lamar Johnson, re- 
mind viewers that mental illness 
doesn’t just affect one person; it 
also alters the relationships with 
those around them. And smaller 
characters like Amanda, played 
by Virginia Gardner, remind au- 
diences that illnesses are often 
isolating, and people can never 
truly know what someone else is 
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strides 
illness 


going through. 

Of course, this love story is not 
perfect, and it’s safe to say that 
viewers can expect to see some 
toxic behavior as both charac- 
ters try to navigate newfound 
love amid past trauma that forces 
its way to the surface. However, 
there is some beauty within the 
pain. The film reminds audienc- 
es that love — especially young 
love — is difficult. Add in some 
real-life trials like survivor's 
guilt and the past of an abusive 
father, and it seems like there is 
no light left. 

Viewers should be ready with 
a box of tissues, but if they can 
stop the tears for a minute, it’s 
easy to see that there is a hap- 
py ending — even if it’s not the 
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conventional one they might 
be looking for. The film makes 
strides in the discussion and 
portrayal of mental health, and 
even if it is just a movie, it’s 
a step forward that should be 
acknowledged. 

“All the Bright Places,” con- 
trary to its title, doesn’t leave 
viewers in a very bright place. 
However, the film tells a realis- 
tic love story that will simultane- 
ously win and break hearts, and it 
raises awareness for an issue that 
requires more attention — men- 
tal illness in teenagers. The plot 
may lead to tears, but viewers 
will not regret following Finch 
and Violet as they discover the 
healing power of love and the 
new places it takes them. 
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Trump chose reelection over safety of the US 


His desire for a solid economy 
diluted crucial facts about the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


ELIZA GREEN 
Asst. Editor 


The events that have transpired 
within the past week have been 
completely unforeseeable, mak- 
ing them hard to plan for. While 
it’s important to remain patient and 
forgiving during this unstable peri- 
od, the Trump administration made 
many crucial mistakes in the first 
moments of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic within the United States. 

It would be irresponsible to put 
the blame on any individual per- 
son or group of people, but in many 
ways, Trump and his administra- 
tion prioritized Trump’s_reelec- 
tion over the interest of spreading 
accurate and helpful COVID-19 
information. 

Because it is closely tied to his 
reelection, Trump downplayed the 
virus and its potential effects to 
avoid a stock market crash. Statis- 
tics have shown just how difficult 
it is for an incumbent President to 
achieve reelection after the econo- 
my has fallen significantly, accord- 
ing to Thought Co. 

Trump made light of the im- 
pending danger during the first 
signs of outbreak in the U.S., de- 
spite contrary claims from health 
professionals within the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion and the National Institutes of 
Health. 

On Jan. 21, Trump claimed that 
his administration “has it totally 
under control,” and that “it’s going 
to be just fine.” 

While it is not unheard of for 
this administration to intentionally 


bend the truth or put 

out false statements denying re- 
ality, this instance is completely 
different and unacceptable as it po- 
tentially played a role in accelerat- 
ing the spread of a deadly virus. 

At a rally on Feb. 10, Trump 
even went as far as claiming that 
“in theory, when it gets a little 
warmer, (the virus) miraculously 
goes away.” 

He also claimed that a vaccine 
was very close as of late February, 
but estimates from health profes- 
sionals claimed that a vaccine is a 
year away at the very least. 

Another troubling strain of twist- 
ed logic Trump perpetuated was 
that COVID-19 differs very little 
from the flu, downplaying the dan- 
ger of the virus. Health care pro- 
fessionals indicate that COVID-19 
appears to be twice as contagious 
as the flu. 

Current estimates put COVID- 
19’s death rate at about 3.5% in 
confirmed cases. That’s 3.4% more 
than the flu. While this is not a sure 
number as there are many factors 
that could have potentially affected 
this data, it is very clear that this vi- 
rus is much worse than the flu. 

Not only do health officials ex- 
pect 20% to 60% of the adult pop- 
ulation to catch COVID-19, they 
have also come to learn that this 
strain can take up to 5 days for the 
infected to show symptoms, if at 
all, and it is able to live on surfaces 
for 2-3 days. 

While it is impossible to know 
the effect of Trump’s initial misin- 
formation, it isn’t impossible to see 
that if action had been taken a little 
sooner, more could have been done 
to contain the virus, such as the 
immediate release of test kits and 
more pressure on local government 
responses. 

Additionally, his lack of com- 
munication surrounding the an- 
nouncement of the travel ban last 
Wednesday only contributed to the 
global panic. 

When announcing that non-U.S. 
citizens would be restricted from 
entering the country from Eu- 
rope, Trump failed to mention that 
this did not apply to permanent 


residents, their immediate families 
or those who are members of air or 
sea crews. 

He also failed to consult the 
EU about this ban prior to his an- 
nouncement, and he did not say 
when these restrictions would go 
into effect or clarify that the border 
would not close completely. 

Not only did this cause a huge 
scramble for Americans abroad, 
but it also gave those with plans to 
travel only hours to decide wheth- 
er or not to cancel trips. This 


panic devastated the airline indus- 
try which was already suffering as 
a result of COVID-19. 

Additionally, he falsely pushed 
the blame on the Obama admin- 
istration for failing to test individ- 
uals during the swine flu outbreak 
in 2009. Tests were in fact shipped 
out even before death occurred as a 
result of the disease. 

Trump also bent the truth when 
stating that he was not respon- 
sible for disbanding the team of 
pandemic experts. While it is 


uncertain if he disbanded it com 
pletely, he failed to fill the va- 
cancies of officials who had left. 

In a time that should bring citi- 
zens together, Trump has contin- 
ued to demon 

strate a pattern of division and 
deception, driving the country 
into more confusion and distrust. 
His inability to face reality, which 
he masks with his egotistical per- 
sistence on misguided control, 
have resulted in a lack of prepared- 
ness for the spread of COVID-19. 


Everything s 
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SAVE-THE-DATE 


March 19: 

Bravo 
March 20: 

Drops 
March 27: 


Top Chef Season 17 Premiere on 


The Weekend’s After Hours Album 


Vanessa Carlton’s Love is an Art 


Album Drops 
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R Whether you are receiving 

external recognition for a job 

ES well done or are exercising 

(Mar. 21- qn internal awareness of the 
Apr. 19) La ;: 

contributions you’ve made, 

today is a day to celebrate your 

capabilities and reap your rewards. 


A If there’s any area where 

you’ve felt lacking, you may 

RUS now receive the reassurance 

(Apr. 20- you've been looking for. In 

gay 20) fact, time spent with friends 
will add a sense of belonging. 


EM When you mull over their 
implications, you may come 

INI to understand how your 
newfound insights apply to 
how you move about the world. 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


Feelings related to your one- 
on-one relationships could 
surface now, positively 
altering your perspective 

on them and enriching your 
connection with someone you know. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


Even the simplest acts can 
pay off in unforeseen ways 
as someone takes notice and 
appreciates all your hard 
work. It may even lead to an 
advantage in negotiations that are 
being worked out. 


R Taking yourself on a date 
to an art gallery or museum 
G O could be a great way to 
(Aug. 23- maximize this energy and 
Sep eel broaden your mind. The 
creative juices continue to flow late 
into the night. 


IB The winds of support could be 

blowing your way. You may 

RA receive assistance through 

a 33) itn energy, time, or other 

ind of generosity from a family 

member. Alternatively, you may be the 
benevolent one doing the offering. 


COR 
PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


If you’ve been dancing 
around a topic because you 
believe you should, take a 
moment to ask yourself who 
it’s best for. Don’t be afraid 
to go there. The path of least resistance 
never leads to a place of growth. 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


(Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21) 


Whatever you believe to 
be both necessary and 
sumptuous is entirely 
appropriate now. In fact, 
you may treat yourself so 
well that you feel like royalty by the 
time you get home this evening. 


APRI 
CORN 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


Those who say you can’t 
have it all obviously 
haven’t met you. There’s 
an art to conjuring 
practical magic and you 
are working toward mastering it now. 


It’s possible you've 
struggled with accepting 
help, but this is an 
opportunity to learn a 
very valuable lesson: 
when you reach out, others are there 
with a helping hand. 


RIUS 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS It’s possible you’ve become 
too close to the issue to view 
@ ES it through an impartial lens. 
(Feb. 19- — Sometimes it takes consulting 
Mar. 20] those with no skin in the game 
to see something for what it is. Listen 
to the wisdom of the group. 
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Basic self-defense is not enough protection 


People are better off honing 
combat skills rather than 
going to only one workshop. 


KEITH KRIKORIAN 
Staff Writer 


Having knowledge of self-de- 
fense is not something that is 
prioritized or valued. People 
want to believe that the people 
they encounter are good and 
would not cause them harm. 
But, this is far from the truth. 

The reality is that there are 
bad people in the world and 
knowing how to protect oneself 
is a useful skill to have under 
the belt for when a difficult sit- 
uation arises. 

Self-defense seminars are 
periodically offered by the 
Cal State Fullerton Universi- 
ty Police and are instructed by 
police officers, who demon- 
strate effective techniques 
for real-life situations against 
attackers. 

Although seminars make 
for a good introduction into 
the world of self-defense tech- 
niques, attending one seminar 
is not enough. The only way to 
perfect these skills is through 
repetition and practice. 

Practicing self-defense by 
training in martial arts is a 
prime example. 

CSUF offers classes to learn 


various martial arts styles 
such as wrestling, jiujitsu and 
kickboxing. 


Although the goal of most 
forms of martial arts is not 
self-defense, training in dif- 
ferent styles of fighting is a 
good way to develop the skills 


necessary for protection. 

Andy Balmore, the owner 
of 10th Planet JiuJitsu Fuller- 
ton, said that self-defense is an 
art that has to be achieved, not 
given. 

“The best way for the aver- 
age person to practice self-de- 
fense is to get into a jiujitsu 
class. I would say wrestling is 
great to know for self-defense, 
but that’s a little less practi- 
cal for people to get into, so 
jiujitsu would be a good start. 
And also, some form of strik- 
ing, boxing, kickboxing, muay 
thai would be my choice. That 
would be the best way to start,” 
Balmore said. 

Jiujitsu is an art that primar- 
ily involves grappling tech- 
niques. This martial art can be 


extremely useful in a self-de- 
fense scenario because more 
often than not, a physical alter- 
cation will find its way to the 
ground. Knowing how to get on 
top of an attacker, hold them 
down or simply create enough 
space to make an escape is vi- 
tal knowledge. 

Boxing, kickboxing and 
muay thai are all combat mar- 
tial arts which involve striking 
an opponent with one of these 
four body parts: hands, feet, el- 
bows and knees. 

Boxing is useful for knowing 
how to strike at a distance sole- 
ly using fists, while kickboxing 
also includes throwing kicks. 

Muay thai is a combination 
of both boxing and kickboxing, 
but adds strikes with elbows 


and knees. It teaches the im- 
portance of controlling some- 
one in a clinch, which is very 
useful for thwarting attackers 
who grab their victim. 

Training in any one of these 
arts offers something more 
than surface-level knowledge 
of fighting. 

Martial arts instills a sense of 
confidence that is unmatched 
by any other method and can be 
the biggest deterrent to poten- 
tial attackers. 

“If you walk around already 
like a victim, you usually will 
become the victim. If you walk 
around with very low self-con- 
fidence, people tend to prey on 
that,” Balmore said. 

Of course, there are alterna- 
tive ways for people to protect 
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themselves without using their 
body as a weapon. Carrying 
pepper spray or a pocket knife 
is a good preventative mea- 
sure to take, but without prop- 
er training or knowledge of 
how or when to use them, these 
methods will also be useless. 

Whatever method a person 
chooses to defend themselves 
with, it is imperative that they 
practice those techniques so 
they are not caught off guard 
when a Situation arises. 

Whichever way an individu- 
al chooses to practice self-de- 
fense, learning and maintain- 
ing that skill will often be the 
difference between surviving 
a real-life attack or falling vic- 
tim to one. It is better to be safe 
than sorry. 


Classes aren’t the only thing moving online! 


Stay connected and help us find Tuffy. 


dailytitan.com / @thedailytitan 
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SONG OF THE WEEK 


Love Will Tear Us Apart 


Joy Division 


Follow the Spotify Playlist: BITS TUT =) 


An anthem for ‘Donnie Darko’ fans. 


-Rebecca Mena, Opinion Editor 


SK8ER BOI STARTER PACK 


probably broke because 
they have so many beanies 


make it fashion 


chains, but L.& 


“can i shoot you?” 
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SOLIPSISM 


BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


How sad. 


Good thing we made a new one. 
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Spring: Softball hits stride before ending 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 


The Titans were slated to host 
the Easton Invitational starting last 
Wednesday until Sunday, but with 
the turn of events through the dis- 
ruption of the coronavirus, the tour- 
nament was cut short. 

Fullerton began the tournament 
in a rematch against the UCF on 
Wednesday, and lost to the Knights, 
7-0, in what they did not know 
would be their last game before the 
season’s cancellation. 

Harvard, which was scheduled to 
play the CSUF on Saturday, did not 
make the trip out west after the Ivy 
League barred competition for their 
spring sports on Wednesday. 

A little more than a month after 
the start of the season, the Titans 


posted a 14-10 record and recently 
finished off a weekend where they 
accomplished upsets against Min- 
nesota and UCF in the Louisville 
Slugger Invitational. Before the 
season’s conclusion, Sophie Frost 
was hitting her stride from the cir- 
cle as the senior pitcher was named 
Big West pitcher of the week for her 
performance during the Louisville 
Slugger Invitational. She struck out 
20 batters while recording a 0.00 
ERA throughout the weekend. 

Megan Delgadillo was a standout 
performer throughout the shortened 
season for the Titans, as the fresh- 
man outfielder was efficiently bat- 
ting primarily from the leadoff spot 
with a .408 batting average to go 
along with 16 stolen bases. 


She was also named Big West 
player of the week twice during 
the season after posting impressive 
numbers in both the Titan Classic 
and the Judi Garman Classic that 
were each hosted at CSUF. 

“That kid plays like an upper- 
classman, she’s seasoned. The pres- 
sure or the big games don’t mean 
anything to her. She just gets out 
there to compete every pitch,’ Ford 
said. “She’s a force, and I expect her 
to rewrite the record books offen- 
sively at Cal State Fullerton.” 

The sudden news comes with 
much to be figured out in the near 
future, but while on hiatus, play- 
ers on the team were instructed on 
ways to maintain their competitive 
edge and stay on top of their work 


academically. Weekly Zoom ses- 
sions with the team are also in the 
works, which would allow players 
and coaches to continue to commu- 
nicate while away from campus. 

“We tried to just give the girls as 
much information as possible,’ Ford 
said. “We may not be able to prac- 
tice and may not be able to get on 
the softball field, but we’re not stop- 
ping, making sure our athletes have 
everything they need.” 

As for seniors who were expect- 
ing to graduate, the NCAA’s deci- 
sion to grant an extra year of eligi- 
bility leaves even more questions 
to be answered amidst an uncer- 
tain situation. “Every athlete’s got 
so many questions and all we could 
say is ‘Hey, we got to wait and see.’ 


And that’s hard to give them an an- 
swer like that, especially seniors, 
trying to make lifelong career plans 
and decisions,” Ford said. 

Despite being unable to step on 
the field, Ford said she hopes to con- 
tinue leading the players through 
their untimely offseason, alluding 
to the bond the team shares as a 
source of strength and guidance as 
they collectively adjust through the 
sporadic changes. 

“All I can do is keep coaching 
these young women and I may not 
be coaching them right now in soft- 
ball, but life and how to handle this 
unfortunate situation,’ Ford said. 
“We can all handle it, we just 
need to stick together as a team, 
stay strong and help each other.” 


Column: Life without sports is not the same 


As a reporter and a fan, 
the upcoming months will 
be uncharted waters. 


KASON CLARK 
Editor 


Last Wednesday night, Cal 
State Fullerton women’s bas- 
ketball played against Hawaii 
in the Big West quarterfinals 
at the Walter Pyramid in Long 
Beach. As a sports editor for 
the Daily Titan, I was excited 
to cover the Cal State Fullerton 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams in the Big West tourna- 
ments. Little did I know that it 
would be my last game story 


for the Daily Titan. 

That same night, the NBA 
suspended its regular season 
after Utah Jazz center Rudy 
Gobert tested positively for 
COVID-19, which the World 
Health Organization has de- 
clared a pandemic. 

Other professional — sports 
leagues have followed the 
NBA’s suit. The XFL canceled 
the remainder of its season, the 
NHL indefinitely suspended 
its season and MLB canceled 
spring training and delayed 
Opening Day of its regular 
season. 

The NCAA canceled its post- 
season basketball tournaments, 
including the NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament, _ bet- 
ter known as March Madness, 


followed by canceling all 
spring sports championships, 
thus ending NCAA athletics 
until the fall. It was then that 
I realized the CSUF women’s 
basketball game on Wednesday 
night would be the last game 
that I would cover as a journal- 
ism student. 

The days since have felt 
like a different world as both 
a sports journalist and fan. A 
week without sports and the 
prospect of months without 
competition is a daunting task 
for a sports reporter to face. 
Usually, game recaps and pre- 
views are a consistent supply 
of content to write. Without 
that, a sports reporter has to 
think on their feet like a news 
journalist. Instead of looking 


at a schedule for stories, I have 
to dig for them and be more 
creative. While these are un- 
fortunate circumstances, they 
will push me to become a bet- 


ter journalist. 
As a fan, the past week has 
felt tedious. Usually, when 


I get home at night, I turn on 
ESPN to see what games are 
on or I check the app to see 
what channel a game is on. If I 
was out of the house more and 
spending time with friends and 
family, it may be more bear- 
able, but with social distancing 
myself, I have nothing to watch 
when I am eating dinner or just 
want to play SportsCenter as 
background noise. 

While SportsCenter is still 
on frequently, nearly the 
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entirety of the show is spent 
solely talking about the coro- 
navirus and its effects on the 
sports world. While sports 
have usually been a way to es- 
cape the harsh realities of the 
world, what is left of it just re- 
minds me of the dark times we 
live in. 

A week without sports is 
bearable as a fan, but the idea 
of months without it just seems 
wrong. But, the fact that it 
might be longer than just a 
few months makes it worse. 
Last week, NBA commission- 
er Adam Silver said the league 
would wait 30 days before 
possibly continuing the sea- 
son. On Sunday, however, the 
CDC recommended that peo- 
ple do not gather in groups of 
50 or more people for the next 
eight weeks. Now, the NBA is 
considering a return to play in 
mid-June, when the season is 
usually at its climax with the 
NBA Finals. 

Not only is there the confu- 
sion on if, or when, sports will 
return; but sports fans will also 
be left wondering, “What if?” 

What would the March Mad- 
ness tournament bracket have 
looked like after it’s been bust- 
ed and who would have won it? 
If the NBA does not return this 
summer to finish the season, 
what would have happened? 
Would LeBron James have led 
the Los Angeles Lakers to their 
first title since the Kobe Bryant 
era, just months after the leg- 
end’s untimely death? Would 
Giannis Antetokounmpo have 
repeated as MVP and take 
the next step to superstardom 
with a title for the Milwaukee 
Bucks? 

Too many questions will re- 
main unanswered for an un- 
foreseeable amount of time. 

Yesterday felt like an oasis in 
the desert with NFL free agen- 
cy beginning. The shock of the 
Houston Texans trading DeAn- 
dre Hopkins was a much-need- 
ed rush for a sports fan going 
through withdrawal. The next 
few days following free agency 
will be fun, but I will have to 
watch it through Twitter. After 
that, it will return to the new 
normal and there will be noth- 
ing for sports fans. 

Even if it is only temporary, 
life without sports has been an 
experience that I never want- 
ed. Yet, if it were not for these 
precautions, life without sports 
may become permanent. 


Winter: Basketball seniors denied one last game 
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While the women’s team was 
at the semifinal stage of their 
tournament when the cancella- 
tion was announced, the men’s 
game against the Matadors was 
going to kick-off the first round 
of the men’s tournament. 

After learning about the con- 
ference’s announcement, Taylor 
said it was difficult to tell his 
team that their season ended 
without a game. 

“I could see the disappoint- 
ment. I could see the disbelief, I 
could see the kind of a letdown 
on their face,” Taylor said. 

With the season over, Taylor 
said it was disappointing that 


seniors Jackson Rowe, Davon 
Clare, Austen Awosika and 
Brandon Kamga were not able 
to end their collegiate careers 
on their own terms. He said he 
has a great amount of respect 
for them for their contributions 
to CSUF. 

The cancellation of games 
were not the only things that 
affected CSUF, as the NCAA 
implemented a recruiting dead 
period, which means _ that 
coaches cannot meet in-person 
with potential recruits on or off 
campus through April 15. 

The only contact the orga- 
nization is allowing during 
the time is written or digital 


communication. “It’s had a 
dramatic impact,” Taylor said. 
“Recruiting is the lifeline of 
the lifeblood of any program, 
and we were poised to get out 
and beat the bushes and try to 
find some guys that could come 
in and help us.” 

Despite the abrupt ending to 
the season, the men’s basket- 
ball team still remains close 
as they met together Monday 
morning. Taylor described a 
somber mood throughout the 
team as there was much uncer- 
tainty about what the next steps 
will be for each player. 

“There are a ton more ques- 
tions than there are actual 


answers and the hard part is I 
can’t give them any definitive 
answers,” Taylor said. 

Taylor said that he tried to 
focus on the fact that his play- 
ers will need to stay on top of 
their schoolwork as the univer- 
sity transitions to virtual learn- 
ing, which will become manda- 
tory on March 25. Some players 
also expressed interest in leav- 
ing campus, mainly the fresh- 
man athletes who live in stu- 
dent housing. 

Throughout the team meet- 
ing, Taylor said he tried to ease 
everyone’s mind because of the 
influx of information that they 
are getting from social media 


or their phones. Even as the 
college basketball season came 
to an end, Taylor said that the 
game is nowhere near import- 
ant to the pandemic going on 
and making sure each person 
and their family are safe. Tay- 
lor said he has used this time 
to reconnect with his fami- 
ly, which he said has been a 
blessing. 

“You kind of push basketball 
to the backburner, and you start 
worrying about the safety of 
yourself and the safety of your 
loved ones and trying to focus 
on how to make that a reality,” 
Taylor said. “The humanity as- 
pect takes over.” 
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